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why scholars discussing industrial questions which are altogether out of their province, without ever having set foot in a machine shop, must in the nature of things conform their ideas in their criticisms to previous opinions and to systems established by long tradition. They do not dare to launch out into new fields whose foundations they are not able personally to appreciate. Be that as it may, Frederick Taylor's ideas are making their way little by little. Machinery was forced upon industry in spite of the attacks of which it was the object; it will be the same with the scientific principles of management of work. From certain points of view their success would be even easier, because ideas have a far greater force of penetration and of diffusion than material objects. One can break up machinery, burn down shops, but there is no way of coercing ideas.